
Southern Lee High School

Exam Date:  February 23, 2021



What is the ACT?

● The ACT is a curriculum-based college entrance exam that 

measures academic achievement in four areas.
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How long is the ACT?

Section Time Questions

English 45 minutes 75 questions

Mathematics 60 minutes 60 questions

Reading 35 minutes 40 questions

Science 35 minutes 40 questions

Total 175 minutes (not including breaks)

Our Juniors will be taking the ACT in person on Tuesday, February 23, 2021. 

They will NOT be taking the Writing Test (a fifth section) this year. 
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ACT vs. SAT

● These are two college entrance exams which test similar 

subjects and skills. 

● Some colleges and universities are now no longer requiring 

standardized test scores as part of their applications. 

ACT SAT

● Offered by ACT

● Supported by North Carolina 

and required of all Juniors in 

their spring semester. 

● Offered by CollegeBoard

● Students register on their own; 

it’s offered multiple times per 

year.
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ACT College Readiness Benchmarks

• The minimum ACT test scores required for students to have a high 

probability of success in corresponding first-year, credit-bearing college 

courses (based on ACT analysis of actual student performance in college)

– 50% chance of earning a B or better 

– 75% chance or better of earning a C or better
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SLHS Performance on ACT

Composite 

Mean

English Math Reading Science Met All 

Four 

Bench-

marksMean
Met 

BM
Mean

Met 

BM
Mean

Met 

BM
Mean

Met 

BM

2019 16.8 14.8 26% 17.2 14% 17.5 24% 17.3 11% <5%

2018 17.6 16.0 33% 17.9 17% 17.9 26% 18.1 13% 7.9%

2017 17.7 16.8 38% 18.2 23% 17.7 22% 17.8 14% 9.1%

2016 18.6 17.1 45% 18.8 25% 18.7 30% 18.9 22% 10.3%

2015 17.0 15.4 32% 17.8 18% 17.0 18% 17.3 13% 7%

ACT performance is a component of our School Performance Grade.
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Student Score Reports

• Reports are mailed to students, 

but scores are also accessible online 

if students make an account with ACT. 

• See my scores

• Understand your scores

• Using your ACT results

www.act.org/aap/pdf/Using-Your-ACT-Results.pdf
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https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/scores.html

http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/scores/understanding-your-scores.html

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/scores.html
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/scores/understanding-your-scores.html
http://www.act.org/aap/pdf/Using-Your-ACT-Results.pdf
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General Test-Taking Strategies

All questions on the ACT are multiple choice. Each question counts the same 

whether it is easy or difficult. You get points for correct answers, and there is 

no penalty for guessing.

1) Answer EVERY QUESTION. Leave nothing blank! 

2) Skim the test at the beginning and answer the easiest questions first. If 

you have to guess at the end, you want to guess on the hardest questions, 

not the easiest questions. 

3) Read ALL answer choices; resist the impulse to pick a wrong answer that 

appears correct at first glance. 

4) Use the process of elimination and cross out incorrect answers first! 
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What is on the ACT English Test?

• 5 essays or passages, each with a set of multiple-choice questions

• Usage/Mechanics

− Punctuation 10-15%

− Grammar and Usage 15-20%

− Sentence Structure 20-25%

• Rhetorical Skills

− Strategy 15-20%

− Organization 10-15%

− Style 15-20%
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What is on the ACT English Test?

This is a 
punctuation 
question.

This is a 
sentence 
structure
question.

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/test-preparation/english-practice-test-questions.html13

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/test-preparation/english-practice-test-questions.html


What is on the ACT English Test?

This is a question about 
organization.

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/test-preparation/english-practice-test-questions.html14

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/test-preparation/english-practice-test-questions.html


Strategies for the ACT English Test

● When you begin, skim the 5 passages and pick the easiest passages to read first. 

● Look for clues in the answer choices to see what the question is really asking. 

● “No change” is rarely a correct answer (less than ¼ of the time), so be sure that 

is the correct answer if that is what you select.

● Watch for common grammar traps: 

○ Singulars versus plurals (it vs. they, pronoun-antecedent agreement, 

subject-verb agreement), 

○ misunderstood punctuation (periods, semicolons, colons, dashes, etc.),

○ words that sound the same (its vs. it’s, their vs. there vs. they’re, etc.), 

and 

○ confusing comparisons (less vs. fewer, between vs. among).
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What is on the ACT Math Test?

● Pre-Algebra /Elementary Algebra

○ Pre-Algebra 20-25%

○ Elementary Algebra 15-20%

● Intermediate Algebra/Coordinate Geometry

○ Intermediate Algebra 15-20%

○ Coordinate Geometry 15-20%

● Plane Geometry/Trigonometry

○ Plane Geometry 20-25%

○ Trigonometry 5-10%
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What is on the ACT Math Test?

Notice that there are distractors among the answer choices!

This is a pre-algebra/ 
elementary algebra
question.

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/test-preparation/math-practice-test-questions.html 17

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/test-preparation/math-practice-test-questions.html


What is on the ACT Math Test?

This is a plane 
geometry question.

Notice that there are 
distractors among the 
answer choices!

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/test-preparation/math-practice-test-questions.html 18

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/test-preparation/math-practice-test-questions.html


Strategies for the ACT Math Test

● Calculators are allowed but never necessary for answering a question.

● Use your reasoning skills and eliminate illogical answers that are too far 

away from what the answer should be when you do it in your head.

● If your calculated answer isn’t an answer choice… 

1) Reread the problem.

2) Check your work.

3) Check that there isn’t an equivalent answer choice.

4) If all else fails, the answer could be “none of the above.” 

● Ignore any unnecessary information given in the problem. Underline the 

real question in the problem. 
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What is on the ACT Reading Test?

● 4 passages, each containing one long or two shorter prose 

passages

● Arts/Literature

○ Literary Narrative or Prose Fiction 25%

○ Humanities 25%

● Social Studies/Sciences

○ Social Studies 25%

○ Natural Sciences 25%
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What is on the ACT Reading Test?

The questions 
are testing 
reading 
comprehension, 
not content 
knowledge. 

Students must 
understand terms 
in the context of 
the passage. 

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/test-preparation/reading-practice-test-questions.html 21

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/test-preparation/reading-practice-test-questions.html


Strategies for the ACT Reading Test

● Skim and scribble! Write down short main ideas next to paragraphs to remember where 

information is found. 

● Passages are missing context that might make them more understandable. Do not get 

distracted by what you do not know. You only need to understand enough to answer the 

questions, not to master the material.

● Pick the easiest passages to read first. Answer all of the questions for each passage in chunks 

in your booklet, and then bubble your answers in groups passage-by-passage. 

● Take your time to read the questions carefully. Some wrong answers can easily look correct 

by being disguised as something else from the reading, and correct answers could be 

paraphrased to look different from the original text. 

● Look out for extreme words (never, always, invariably, completely, perfectly, absolutely) that 

can invalidate an answer choice. 
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What is on the ACT Science Test?

• Interpretation, analysis, evaluation, reasoning, and problem-

solving skills from the four main areas of science: Biology, 

Earth/Space Sciences, Chemistry, and Physics.

– Data Representation 30-40%
− Research Summaries 45-55%
− Conflicting Viewpoints  15-20%
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What is on the ACT Science Test?

This is a data 
representation
question. 

Students don’t need 
to know anything 
about the content 
of the experiment.

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/test-preparation/science-practice-test-questions.html 24

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/test-preparation/science-practice-test-questions.html


What is on the ACT Science Test?

This is a conflicting 
viewpoints
question. 

All information is 
needed to answer 
the questions is 
provided.

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/test-preparation/science-practice-test-questions.html 25

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/test-preparation/science-practice-test-questions.html


Strategies for the ACT Science Test

● Before you read the answer choices to a question, refer back to the 

passage to see what the answer should be, and then look for that 

answer in the answer choices. 

● You do NOT have to understand the science content; all of the 

information you need is provided in the passage. Just be patient. 

● Look for patterns in the data: What are the highest and lowest 

numbers? Do the numbers get bigger or smaller?

● Be careful with trends in the data! Words like increase/decrease can 

look similar and be mixed-up if you are rushing. 
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Free Sites to Help with Review

● 10 Free ACT Prep Resources

○ Includes links to free resources from ACT, Kaplan, Varsity 

Tutors, Princeton Review, McGraw-Hill, Petersons, 

SparkNotes, and more

● Free Resources from Magoosh 

○ Includes old copies of official ACT Practice Tests from ACT, 

a free eBook, and links to more study resources
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https://www.enactyourfuture.com/free-act-resources.html
https://magoosh.com/hs/act/2020/best-online-act-prep/


Combating Test Anxiety

During the Test
● Get comfortable in your chair 

and in your testing room. 

● Think positively!

Test Day 
● Eat a healthy breakfast! 

● Do not cram! You already 

know what you need to know.

The Day Before 
● Get a good night’s sleep!

● Exercise or walk to reduce 

stress. 
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It will be entirely virtual this year! 

It will be held all day long. 

Each student attends only one day.

Students are grouped based on EVAAS and GPA.

Workbook Distribution Day = 2/3

ACT Boot Camps = 2/9 through 2/16

ACT = All Juniors in person on 2/ 23
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